
DECEMBER 2025
Randall by the River: A United Methodist Community

UPCOMING EVENTS
Dec 2: Advent Study at 6:30 in the

Branch

Dec 7: Worship at 9 am; Connect Youth

at 5:30 pm

Dec 9: Advent Study at 6:30 in the

Branch

Dec 10: Community Events meeting at

6:00 pm

Dec 14: Worship at 9 am; Annual

Cookie Exchange Party at 10 am;

Connect Youth at 5:30 pm

Dec 16:  Advent Study at 6:30 in the

Branch

Dec 21: Worship at 9 am

Dec 23: Packing Fruit Bags and

Christmas Gifts at 6:30 pm

Dec 24: Christmas Eve service at 6:30

pm; Fellowship to follow

Dec 25: Christmas Day Meal at

Norwood’s Community Table at 10 am

Dec 28: Worship at 9 am

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR
December arrives quickly, filling our calendars even as

the days grow darker. In this season, we proclaim a

holy truth: the light shines in the darkness, and the

darkness does not overcome it.

Advent calls us to slow down and notice God drawing

near—just as God did in the humble birth of Jesus. This

month, our worship, service, and generosity become

ways we share Christ’s hope, peace, joy, and love with

the world.

My prayer is that December would be holy rather than

hurried, and that you would find moments of wonder

amid the busyness. Thank you for being a church that

lives the Christmas story all year long.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Hanna (9803562705)



ANNUAL COOKIE EXCHANGE: DECEMBER 14TH

Our annual cookie exchange is this Sunday! If you join in, you’ll go home with

a wonderful assortment of holiday treats to enjoy throughout the season.

How to participate: Bake several batches of your favorite homemade

Christmas cookies or treats—the one you’re “famous” for! Instead of bringing a

platter, please package about six cookies per bag in small sandwich-size

baggies. This keeps them fresh for freezing or refrigerating. Bring 20 filled

baggies of cookies or treats. Bring an empty tray or container to carry home

your assortment. Fo you have no time to bake? No worries—you can purchase

cookies from a bakery and package them into 20 baggies.

CHURCH MAILBOXES!
Randall by the River has a long-standing

tradition of exchanging Christmas cards

using the church mailboxes located in the

hallway. To help everyone participate, we’ve

created mailboxes for you. Participation is

completely optional, but if you’d like to join

in, please email

randallbytheriver@gmail.com for a list of

the names. If your name is missing and

you’d like to be added, please let us know—

we’re so sorry for the oversight! And please

remember to check your mailbox regularly

throughout Advent, even if you aren't

sending cards, so that boxes don’t overflow.



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: DECEMBER 24
AT 6:30 PM

TH

Our Christmas Eve service will be held on

December 24 at 6:30 p.m. Our service will

be an opportunity to remember what

Christmas is all about. We will have

beautiful music, a time of word, and

communion. This is a wonderful

opportunity to invite a friend to join you.

We’ll enjoy a time of fellowship afterward

in the Branch. If you’re able, please

consider bringing a refreshment to share.

CHRISTMAS DAY AT THE COMMUNITY
TABLE
We hope you will consider joining us as

we volunteer at the Community Table.

This is a great way to serve your neighbor

and make sure eve has a warm meal on

Christmas Day. If you would like to

voluntee, please let Pastor Hanna know.

We will gather at 10 am to set up and

begin preparing plates. 

JOINING SUNDAY: JANUARY 11TH
On January 11 , we will have a Joining Sunday. If you have been discerning

joining the church, this may be a great opportunity to join the church with

other! Please talk to Pastor Hanna if you would like to receive more

information or if you would like to join!

th

 GIFT PACKING
While we serve our meal on Christmas Da, we would love to provide a small

gift to our neighbors to help them stay warm throughout the winter. In order

to do this, we need your help! We will be collecting socks, gloves, and hats

throughout the rest of Adventure. We need items in all sizes and for both

genders. Please bring them to church and we will assemble the gifts on

December 23  with the fruit bags.rd






